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SUBJECT: PARTIAL MINISTERIAL RESHUFFLE. 

1. ON MARCH 17, PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA MADE FOLLOWING 
MINISTERIAL CHANGES AFTER THREE CONSULTATIONS WITH PRIME 
MINISTER NOUIRA MARCH 16 AND 17: TAHAR BELKHODJA NAMED 
MINISTER OF INTERIOR, REPLACING HEDI KHEFACHA, WHO SO FAR 
NOT NAMED TO NEW POSITION; DRISS GUIGA NAMED MINISTER OF 
EDUCATION, REPLACING MOHAMED MZALI, WITH LATTER IN TURN 
REPLACING GUIGA AS MINISTER OF HEALTH; TAIEB SLIM; FORMER 
MINISTER OF STATE, NAMED AMBASSADOR TO UN ORGANIZATIONS 
IN GENEVA, REPLACING BELKHODJA. GUIGA IS SIXTH MINISTER 
OF NATIONAL EDUCATION IN PAST FIVE YEARS, I. E., SINCE 
AHMED BEN SALAH HELD THE JOB. BELKHODJA IS FOURTH MIN 
INTERIOR IN SAME PERIOD. KHEFACHA REPORTEDLY OFFERED 
MIN STATE POSITION BUT SO FAR HAS NOT ACCEPTED. 

2. COMMENT: MINISTERIAL CHANGES CERTAINLY REFLECT 
HARDENING OF BOURGUIBA' S POSITION, AND THAT OF GOT, ON 
MATTERS INVOLVING INTERNAL SECURITY, INCLUDING A TOUGHER 
LINE IN FACE OF POSSIBLE TROUBLES AT UNIVERSITY. BELKHODJA 
AND GUIGA ARE BOTH FORMER DIRECTORS OF SURETE NATION ALE. 
BOTH CLEARLY ENJOY CONFIDENCE AND TRUST OF BOURGUIBA. 
CHANGES MAY ALSO BE POLITICALLY SIGNIFICANT IN PRESENT 
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CONTEXT. REPLACEMENT OF KHEFACHA AND SWITCHING OF MZALI 
FROM EDUCATION TO LESS SENSITIVE HEALTH MINISTRY MAY HAVE 
EFFECT OF SOMEWHAT WEAKENING PRIMIN NOUIRA' S POSITION 
( THOUGH WE HAVE NO EVIDENCE THAT THIS WAS BOURGUIBA' S 
INTENT). BELKHODJA' S APPOINTMENT TO INTERIOR WILL ALSO 
SERVE TO STRENGTHEN HAND OF FONMIN MOHAMED MASMOUDI AND 
THAT OF MOHAMED SAY AH, MINISTER PUBLIC WORKS. IN FACT. 

SAYAH WAS REPORTEDLY SLATED TO REPLACE CHEDLI KLIBI AT 
INFORMATION MINISTRY. THIS MAY STILL HAPPEN ( MOST OBSERVERS 
BELIEVE ADDITIONAL MINISTERIAL CHANGES STILL TO COME), BUT 
BOURGUIBA MAY HAVE DECIDED HOLD OFF ON THIS FOR TIME 
BEING. BELKHODJA 1 S APPOINTMENT WILL ALREADY BE CONTROVERSIAL; 
HE DISLIKED BY MESTIRI " LIBERAL” FACTION OF PSD ALMOST AS 
MUCH AS SAYAH HIMSELF IS. WE WILL REPORT FURTHER AS 
REACTIONS COME IN . 
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